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NENA Annual Street Sale

Street Sale is Catalyst for Sustainability and Social Cohesion
The first Saturday of Wimbledon. Thankfully
it’s reasonably-warm, dry and sunny as
Laura Robson begins her fight to become
the first British woman for 15 years to reach
the second week of the All England Lawn
Tennis Club Championships. Meanwhile
the leafy Coventry suburb of Earlsdon is
filling fast with families who’ve forsaken live
TV coverage of Court No 2 for bargains
literally ‘on the doorstep’. In what could be
described as a car boot sale without cars
(or boots!), around 100 householders simultaneously set up stalls in their front gardens to
sell craft goods, homemade preserves and cakes, garden plants and unwanted clutter.
North Earlsdon Neighbourhood Association (NENA) has been running its Annual Street
Sale since 2010. As well as the environmental benefits of a largely car-free event, the
stallholders – plus the vast majority of buyers – are saving money by boycotting the petrol
pumps today.

Along nearly a dozen streets and roads, the contents of countless wardrobes, cupboards,
lofts, garages and sheds are up for grabs alongside lovingly-decorated cupcakes and
restored vintage clocks, hand-made baby clothes and jewellery. While some residents are
happy to ‘cleanse’ and de-clutter their homes for pocket money, other stallholders are
2

making a few bob for local good causes. Even the local care home gets in on the act with a
trestle table on its driveway.
Eye-catching banners and posters on street corners encourage visitors to ‘look for the
balloons’ and many stalls stand out from the greenery with their bright balloons or bunting.
As with conventional car
boot sales, there are
loads of preowned clothes and toys
and books. However,
among the latter one
repeatedly sees Jeremy
Clarkson and Top Gear
titles. This could be
related to Coventry’s
heritage as the country’s
car-making capital or just
an overdose of cut-price
stocking fillers from
overstocked bargain book
shops?
Sale co-ordinator, Pete Mitchell, said: “The Street Sale is just one of a series of
events NENA organises that are bringing neighbours together in the North Earlsdon area.
It’s a great opportunity for people to meet and talk to neighbours and friends – as well as
helping to prevent waste and increase re-use.”
“People are not only realising the value of their unwanted items, and finding bargains, but
they will be keeping stuff in use that’s perfectly functional and in good working order. As a
nation there’s £30 billion worth of clothing just hanging around in people’s wardrobes and a
third of electrical items thrown away are in perfectly good working order”.
Come the end of the day, unsold goods are gratefully ‘hoovered up’ by charities such as
Age UK while the passing trade has daresay topped up the tills of Earlsdon’s High Street
shops and café bars.
The success of the NENA Street
Sale has not been lost on the crosssector Coventry, Solihull and
Warwickshire Re-use Forum – some
of whose members are looking to
emulate the ‘North Earlsdon Effect’
in nearby towns such as Leamington
Spa.
What is probably the biggest
neighbourhood street sale in the
country is undoubtedly replicable
and scalable at minimal cost – acting
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as a focal point for sustainable living, social cohesion and just about any feel-good factor
you could wave a joined-up Big Society stick at!

NENA was formed in the spring of 2009 by a small group of local residents interested in
protecting and enhancing their environment and promoting a strong sense of community.
Membership now stands at more than 400 households.

Annual Street Sale Contact:
Pete Mitchell 024 7671 6296
www.earlsdon.org.uk/nena
nena.earlsdon@gmail.com
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The streets of North Earlsdon, Coventry
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